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C.1.A, Station Chief Slain 
Near Athens by Gunmen 


~, By STEVEN V.ROBERTS 
Special to ‘Che New York Times | acre ow ore 
ATHENS, Wednesday, Dec.,was~- unhurt, . the aes 
24—The station chief of the: ‘said. . - 
Central. Intelligence .Agency:. in]... The station’ chief, who was. 
Greece. was shot and: killed:-last} jofficially:.” listed as: a... special) 
night’ by unidentified ~ gunmen. ‘assistant: to the Ambassador, 
outside his: homes in an Athensarrived.. .in-.Greece> within the 
suburb... © TL POS ‘flast: six months, He lived in a 
’ The station- ‘chief, Richard S. ihouse,. in- the suburb of Paleo} 
Welch, had. attended a‘ Christ-:Psychico, that had’ been used: 
mas party at the residence :of by many of his CLA. prede- 
the American Ambassador,-Jack ,cessors.. ». tyre oe od 
B. Kubisch. He had just stepped!” ‘The © “Arnericaty “Embassy ‘is- 
out of his car-abour 10 P.M. sued: ‘the following: statement: 
when three masked gunmen! . “The American Embassy con- 
fired three shots at him and! ‘firmed tonight that Mr. Rich- 
sped away, according to alard S$; Welch, an officer of the 
spokesman for: the American, jembassy, was shot-and killed; 
Embassy. 0 Lore hy iby unidentified - assailants -,in 
Mr, Welch was taken to” front of _his. -Fesidence, “ earlier} 
local hospital, where he died! ‘this evening.” ' i 
several minutes later, | “The embassy is cooperating 
Mr. Welch’s wife, who was: © 
with him when he was. shot,’ 
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1975 
with the Greek authorities im 
‘na sitisatine the matter. The, 
‘embassy declined to give any 
further details pending the re- 
sults of the investigation’ and 
jumiti thet next of kin have beenf 


| notified.” 

An Englisn language. daily, 
The Athens ~ News, “recently 
printed a jist of the top C.LA. 
jofficials in Greece, along with 
itheir addresses and telephone 
Inumbers. The paper said it had 
|received the information from 
'y group calling itself the Com- 
mittee of Greeks and Greek 
‘Americans. « 

The committee’s ” statement 
referred to the “destructive. ac- 
itivities” and “evik work’ of 
jthe C.LA., and said it had col-: 
lected its ‘information partly by: 
fot lowing and observing agency 
lofficials here in Athens. 


spiratorial atmosphere of Greek 
List of Soviet Agents Rejected politics, the agency has been 

The report prompted another{blamed for. a variety of in-} 
group to send the paper a list}cidents, - and almost’ every 
allegedly: containing the names American here has -been sus-1 
of Soviet intelligence agents in{pected—at one time or. another 
Greece, but. the paper, rfused oF being an agent. 


to print it. 
‘ Mr, Welch, 46 years old, wasf- ta s. ‘Journal Named. Welch 


an amiable man with a’ trim] ~ >> “special to The New York Times 
white mustache and the man- ‘WASHING TON, Dec.- 23° 
ners of a.tweedy college pro-liy Welch was identified as | 
fessor, This correspondant C.LA. clandestine operative.last 
chatted with him at Ambassa-loummer by Counterspy.a quart-! 
dor Kubusch’s residence aboutlerly: Washington publication! 
an hour -before the shoocting.linje came out of the war re: 
When the subject of Cy; prus sistance movernent three years! 
came up. Mr. Welch mentioned ago. 
that he had-served on the is-t "wrinsjow- Pecks. ‘one “of five 
land in the early 1960’s, during people who .write- and edit 
the first round. of fighting, he- Counterspy, said in a telephone| 
tween Greek: and Turkish Cy-literview that Counterspy had] 
priots.. “I started» the.- whole listed Mrz Welch. asia- CA. 
thing,” “he joked. Then som?! operative. in Petu, where,” ac- 
Greek. dancing beset: ed he *Jeording ..to- the. State: Depart- 
jwent over: to: watch, tment Biographic Directory, he 
~ Large Operation in Greece, served fron A972 to. ear Wy. chi 
“The. : be li D Acegban ‘ uss 
a Central. ‘Intelligence Mr. Peck cai that he and his 
Agencv has maintained a ‘large 
o 7 : pip icounterspy colleague, Tim Butz, 
peration..in. Greece, which 
shares borders with three Com- had. intelligence experience -in 
munigt countries—-Albania, Bul- the Air Force. He said the. third 
. giCountercpy. reporter: involved 
varia. and * Yugoslavia --—- and identifying Mr. "Welch: and 
fought a civil war against Com- re entitying ‘Doug® Porter.” 
monist guerrillas in’ the late|/OWets “was” pee 


1940's, I¢ 4s the general prac-|California journalist. -” 
tice .fer: the station chief to} The CLA. dechined comment 


have ‘official cover as a diplo-{O% any aspect of the reports. ” 


“According to the State De- 
ee oe idenety 8 Simos partment Biographic Register 


In recent years the CLA, has|Mr. Welch was born Dec, 14, 
ibeen subject to: virulent criti- 1929, in from | Ha and was 
eee here, mainly from leftist graduated. . from Harvard | in 
politic! factions. The agency’ ts . 
lwidely blamed, without proof,]’ He is. listed as having. been 
Ifor heloing to engineer the coup: 29 ° economic analyst in the 
in 1967 that initiated more than|Pentagon from 1951 to 1960, 
Iseven vears of military rule intwhen. he was assigned as an 
Greece. Many of the leaders of economic officer for four years! 
the. coup. including George to Nicosia, Cyprus. He was .as-|! 
Pap2dopoulos; “who Tater pro-|5 signed to Guatemala in 1966. 
claimed himself -- President,jin 1966, in Guyana in 1967] 
secved in Greek intelligence and|and,-atter three years in Wash 


reportedly hag close. ties to: the}ington-te- Peru... Oo 
C.LA. tert irs The State: Department | "Rezisel 


shim 3 fo serve}: 
bia ad dato ae aan 
in the coup that temporarily listing for C.I.A. operatives: att : 


jdeposed Archbishop Makarios, i tached” “to-embassies_~ 
jth President of Cyprus. in Julvt: > 


‘ 


